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Sensible Style: Decorate your home without breaking the bank

There is nothing more rewarding at the end of a long day than coming home to a place that is
comfortable, inviting and beautiful. Unfortunately, when the economy is on a downturn, we
often neglect our “personal spaces” as other stresses and pressures usurp our time and
energies.

But it doesn’t have to be that way. Sometimes a few small, inexpensive décor improvements
can pay big dividends, and making some changes to your home can really boost your energy
and lift your spirits.

From the Ground Up

Let’s start with floors. If you're on a tight budget, you've probably put off replacing worn or
stained carpeting and flooring. That doesn’'t mean you have to suffer with unattractive floors.
Worn and stained carpets or floors can be easily disguised with inexpensive area rugs. Yes, it's
ok to put rugs on top of carpet, and a pretty runner in a high traffic area or a small area rug
under your seating spaces can hide unsightly wear and stains. And don’t underestimate the
importance of cleaning the carpets underneath; you can hide stains but you can’t run from dirt
and odors... so clean those carpets before placing area rugs.

Tile floors can benefit from deep cleaning and grout staining. You can clean, seal and even
change the color of your grout by using products like “This Old Grout”. For more information, go
to www.thisoldgrout.com.

The Power of Paint

A fresh coat of paint is probably the most inexpensive way to make a quick, dramatic change to
your décor. You don’t even have to paint an entire room. Just adding an accent wall or even a
bold ceiling color can quickly take a room from boring to beautiful. If you're confident about
color, go ahead and take a chance. Buy some color samples and paint a few 3 ft squares in
your accent color before taking the plunge. If color makes you nervous, even a color a few
shades deeper than your primary wall paint will make the room look much more polished. If
you're still not sure, get ideas from your paint store or consider a color consultation. (More
information on this service at www.impactids.com/services)




Fabulous Fabric

Anyone with a sewing machine can easily create interesting throw pillows, scarf valances, table
runners, duvet covers and other touches that can dress up any room. Toss pillows are
inexpensive and easy; you can recover existing pillows or buy pillow forms at the fabric store;
four quick seams and, voila, a new look for your sofa or bedroom. Pick a solid color for the
pillow backing (inexpensive heavy-weight cottons work well here)...leaving you room to splurge
a little on a great material for the front of the pillow. Or search for interesting remnants (usually
at a fraction of the cost of cut-from-bolt fabrics); since you're only using this fabric for the front
of the pillow, a small remnant should be more than enough.

Scarf valances are inexpensive to purchase and inexpensive and easy to make. A simple swag
over an existing shade or curtain can quickly dress up your windows. Even store-bought
window treatments are an easy, inexpensive way to brighten up a room.

Fabric panels can also create a dramatic look on a wall. For some great ideas and easy-to-
following instructions, go to http://howaboutorange.blogspot.com/2007/10/how-to-make-fabric-
panel-wall-art.html

Quick Furniture Fixes

Worn or faded upholstery can really bring down the look of a room. But replacing or
reupholstering can be an expensive proposition. Consider a slip-cover instead. There are a
variety of ready-made options, from loose-fitting covers that drape over a couch or chair, to
more fitted, stretch-to-fit options that look custom-made. There is a huge variety of colors and
fabrics to choose from, and size/shape choices to fit almost any sofa, loveseat or chair.

Painting worn wood furniture can be a fun project and can completely change the look of a
piece of furniture. While we don’t recommend painting fine wood furnishings or family
heirlooms, some furnishing can be well-suited to a coat of paint. A well-worn wood coffee table,
for example, might get a new lease on life with a carefully applied coat of satin black paint.
Wooden kitchen chairs that are showing their age could be painted in an accent color. One
look that’s great in casual kitchens is mis-matched wood dining chairs, all painted the same
color. This idea works well with flea-market and resale shop chairs. Replacing detachable
cushions on kitchen chairs is another easy and inexpensive way to spruce up your dining area.

Making your home a more welcoming place doesn’t need to be expensive. All it takes is a little
imagination.
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